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08 „Flarraο as I was bre 
honour you did me in coming to hear the 
annexed Charge, and by your ſubſequent appro- 
bation of it, yet I do not ſtate that approbation, 
or the obliging deſire of other very reſpectable 
friends to have it printed, as the reaſon that it is 
publiſhed. * Not knowing how far ſuch requeſts 
may ſtate the general opinion, I have, upon former 
occaſions, omitted the words, printed by deſire, fear- 
ful of aſſuming a part for the whole: And any ſuch 
apology I have always felt to be unneceſſary; 
9 man — in S to Sive Charges to the 

| a 8 


= | DEDICATION. 


Clergy of my Archdeaconry, I haye done it with the 
diſtinct view of reporting to them, from time to 
time; ſuch cifeunſtances of ecacſiaſtical import, 
as my official ſituation enabled me to make; 
and which might not be wholly unimportant to 
thoſe who were not called to ſo wide a pro- 
feſſional ſurvey; though; I doubt not, many of 

my brethren, with ſumilar opportunities, would 


have furniſhed much more valuable obſervations. 


ONES 


The ref, petlable od of Clergy I haye 
had the pleaſure of meeting at my Viſitations, 
being by ao means the whole of thoſe it was 
my part to communicate with z the ſame motive 
that induced me to mention perſonally the reſult 
of my enquiries, led me: alſo to: print and fend 
round to every Clergyman connected with 
the Churches of the diſtrict, the ſentiments * 
- had fo. ventured to. deliver, I had the ſati | 
tion of ſceing at my laſt Viſſtation an aſlombly 
more numerous than heretofore; ſtill, not ſo 
general an attendance as to preclude this pub- 
lication; becauſe, if I am founded in the facts 
I have Rated; and if what I xerommend is con- 
ſanant to thoſe facts, it is neceſſary they ſhould 
| . e be 


brpiea rien. vii 


be ibralgted to all perſons matte 4 in them. 
In proportion, indeed, as the proſpect of being 
of any ſervice is ſmall; the communication with 
any poſſible coadjutor ſhould not be neglected. 


But I muſt haſten to my reaſons for 
troubling you with this dedication, They are; 
to expreſs the gratification I had in finding 

that our worthy Dioceſan had appointed a reſident 
Chancellor of his Dioceſe; and that he had alſo 
ſelected one; whoſe principles, knowledge, and 
activity, ſo well fitted him for that office. In 
the exerciſe of juſtice, we of neceſſity ſupport 
the cauſe of religion and morality, for their in- 
tereſts are the ſame: and juſtice, perhaps, when 
properly underſtood, and as 4 principle of action 
between human beings, comprehends alſo the trueſt 
mercy. I doubt not that the public will ſenſibly 
feel the advantages you confer upon them; and 
that they may long experience the obli ations 
is the ſincere wiſh of, Dear Sir, | 


| Your molt Faithful, and very obedient 
| humble Servant, 


Longnor, October 17th, 1796. ey 
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| W HEN 1 had firſt the honour 
of addreſling you from this place, Y mentioned the 


general - "ſtate of very many Churches within this Arch- 
deaconry. 4 had not then ſeen all the Churches it 


contains; 3 but I made myſelf acquainted with the re- 
mainder as. bon as I conveniently could. | 


10 


The oblervations 1 was conſtrained to make, on 


the majority) of the number I had then inſpected, 


were but too applicable to the reſt; but as that report 


was not matter of congratulation, I' ſhall not now 
B DON repeat 


1 1 1 

repeat it. 1 would rather look forward, and hope that 
the ſhining examples of ſubſtantial reparation, and of 
decent arrangement, afforded in particular inſtances, are 
beginning to be followed; as it is equally for the 
intereſt and comfort of the congregations in general, 
that they ſhould be followed: but in this, you, my 
Reverend Brethren, are not excluſively concerned: I 
have, however, to requeſt your attention, ſo far as you 
are concerned in your own perſons, and to defire your 
good offices in reporting to others, with whom the 
duty is divided, the purport of the notifications I now 
\ preſume to make. : 


The Church-Wardens are a very eſſential party 


on this occaſion, (and I am glad to obſerve that enn 
of them are now preſent.) 


The An or main body of the Church, it is 
their concern to keep in a proper ſtate: the care of 
the C hancels reſts very much between yourſelves and 
Lay Impropriators : : but, however the limits of our. 
particular contributions may be marked or ſeparated as 
fellow Chriſtians, anxious for the ſpiritual welfare of 
ourſelves and of each other, nay even as fellow-men, 
anxious for the good eftate of this world, we have a 
joint and l motive to the proſecution of this 

work. 


* 1 


n is eſſentially requiſite © to the ſupport and 
dee of our holy Religion, a Religion Which 
embraces both thoſe objects, and will, wherever it is 


duly taught and e imbibed, woc 1 ac- 
complih both, | 


Spie then, as is the detail er the” duty of our 
ſeveral offices, with reference to the due maintenance of 
religious fabries; conſidered as a means to this end, its 
importance is to be meaſured by that intent. Nothing, 
indeed, can be called trivial, that is connected with the 
worſhip of our great Creator; and if, in the conſtruction 
of ordinary habitations, beauty of appearance, elegance of 
ſhape, and uſeful contrivance, are highly eſteemed and 
ſought after; how much more important is it, that 
the Houſe of Go ſhould. be formed 2 95 the lame 
_ hai 5 
The mind will ys d be „peel more or 166, 

by outward objects; and, indeed, not only aſſociation of 
: idea, but even bodily health, is very much concerned 
in this ſubjeck. A Church that is cold, or damp, or 
that admits. wind through cracks in its walls, or the 
rain through crevices in its roof; cannot be ſo ſafe or 
. attractive, as a warm, dry, and well. compacted building: 

che difference may ſeem too  obvibus ' for compariſon, 


EO , | and 


[ # ] 
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of Pu ie 3 0 0 trite, 3 W but if 
I. have had the || misfortune | to, have ſeen very many 
Churches with ſome or other of theſe defects; and others 
degraded by them all, there muſt be a cauſe for this 
evil; and it is my duty to ſeek out a remedy. The 
evil cannot be deemed the preference of prejudice: it 
cannot be called the offspring of ignorance: if it has 
ariſen from inattention or neglect, (not the inattention 
or neglect, perhaps, of the preſent incumbents excluſively, 
much leſs of the preſent Church-Wardens, excluſively: but 
an early inattention and neglect to ſmall breaches, or trifling 
nuiſances, introducing ſucceſſiye diſregard; a diſregard 
ſanctioned by cuſtom, and at laſt recommended by the 
ſuppoſed expenſiveneſs or difficulty of reſtoring. the 


dilapidated. fabric; if, 1 ſays. inattention . or neglect to 
this duty has been the parent of the grievances we com- 


plain of, neither its object nor its powers can be 
— 880 e winnen, 
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OW is to. 1615 oe indeed, . . are 
| en inattentive to the common ir ine of: office; and 
eſpecially. in juriſdictions ,of ,; old. eſtabliſhment; whilſt 
many ale eager to fulfil or direct new ordinances. But 
it very frequently happens, that it is from the diſuſſe 
of ee laws, Wos bf: ones become neceſlary ; ; the 


power 8 


* 


1 
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E 
powers of which, when the attraction of novelty is 
paſſed by. are again ſuffered to lie dormant. Still the 
. preſervation of order 1s infinitely preferable to the re- 
formation of diſorder; 47 and, with regard to the preſent 
ſubject, there are few of us but will acknowledge it is 
better to ſuſtain an old fabric, than incur the expenſe of 
building a new one; yet, in practice, we do not always 
reaſon thus "E indolence in the proper officers, - permits 
them to go a little wrong: a ſmall acceſſion of defect 
is not then noticed: time continues his devaſtations, 
| imperceptible perhaps i in the ſtages of decay, but flagrant 
and conſequential in the aggregate effect. So that ſmall 
infractions, and that might have been remedied at a 
trifling coſt, lead in the courſe of a few years to the 

neceſſity of weighty expenditure, 


Nori is this all; ;—there i is a ſerious fact to be e | 
which is, that the art of church-building is very much 
loſt, The national progreſs in many polite and uſeful 
arts has been great: but it cannot be faid that any 
modern religious fabrics rival the edifices of antiquity, 
conſtructed for ſimilar purpoſes. Not to fay that the 
Gothic form ſeems ſuited to devotional uſe; that its 
ſolemn aiſles diſpoſe the mind to pious contemplation ; z 
or that its maſſy walls ſhut out external noiſe more 
complexely than light and airy in buildings do; 

1 Rill 


K 

ſtill there is a degree of ſubſtantiality' belonging to old 
churches, which, well protected, will cauſe them to en- 
dure much longer, and with leſs ual expenſe, than 


many brick chapels of modern erection, or even ſtone | 
* of later 1 | 


I do not mean to ſay, but that in many caſes the 
condition of old churches is fo. ruinous, that to Said 
new ones directly is the beſt thing that can be done; 
nor do I deny that there are various degrees of merit 
in the antient architecture: — but wherever the original 
fabric is in a tolerable ſtate, it ſhould be watched over 
with care and with anxiety, that its duration may be 
-prolonged, and its prolongation accompliſhed, at the leaſt | 
poſſible expenſe. It was founded in days of yore, by 
men at leaſt earneſt in their religion; tinctured perhaps with 
many unamiable ſuperſtitions, but not deficient in awful 
conceptions of the Deity : inclined perhaps to reverence 
his exalted Majeſty, to the abaſement of thoſe affections 
that ſhould hail him as the F riend and F ather of the 
human race. Yet, however they may have erred in the pre- 
ponderated cultivation of the former feeling, they were 
thereby more peculiarly fitted to plan and execute a 
cc Temple for the Lord, an habitation for the Holy 
One of 1ſrael, » The more exalted their notions were 
of God's honour, the more appropriate would be their 
deſigns 


{28} 14 


deſigns for the © place where his honour doellech. „ The | 
ſmaller chapels were built at leaſt after the example, if 
not by the very direction, of thoſe en e 
that founded the 9 edifices. | 


| Poſſeſſed, in many allies, of large eccleſiaſtical 

N (afterwards diſtributed among the laity,) they 
| fed at the gates of their houſes armies of poor, who 
had no ſtated calls to labour, no engagements to 
3 work. for hire, whoſe. days were onerated with the 
worſt burden, that of idleneſs: by means of theſe 
men they conſtructed religious edifices; the length of 
time in preparing or laying a ſtone, was of little 
conſequence; the deſign being correct, its execution ſuf- 
| fered not. for want of leiſure or expenſe ;. the food ariſing 
from the demeſnes, ſuperfluous to the wants of the fra- 

ternity, became valueleſs to them; and they exchanged 
| it for the labour of ; others, who e not their 8 
hours more highly. | | aer 


All old churches, however, are not of the earlieſt 
FRY nor built i in the firmeſt manner. In ſome inſtances, - 
walls, apparently maſſy, are in fact double walls; the 
outſides being built with ſtone, filled up with chippings 
of ſtone, not well cemented: but this is 2 further 

reaſon for care in guarding againſt 125 injury, becauſe 
| theſe 


ens 

theſe walls, whilſt entire, are peculiarly 475 and the 
ſpace they encloſe proportionably warm; but the ſmalleſt 
breach would, from the ſame circumſtance, ſpread rapidly. 
Wherever walls of this ſort have been plaiſtered on the 
outſide, that plaiſter ſhould be renewed as often as it 
wears off, and its cracks ſhould be as often filled tp : 
in this both gs rope and ſecurity are concerned. ; 
8 | 181 
Thi too ſhould be a cation againſt. a cuſtom, 
every way bad, that of enlarging old windows, or of 
ſtopping up old windows and opening new ones. In 
all caſes, ſuch operations weaken a fabric: in walls com- 
pounded of looſer materials in the middle, or where the 
ſtones do not tie through, it is very hazardous; and it is 
moſt frequently detrimental to the nne and n 
of the n 8 i . 


When I ſaid; the art of church-building was erp 
d loft, I did not mean that ſtone-work could not be 
ſe well compacted as heretofore. Some antient cements 
perhaps have been unequalled ; but ſo far as workman- 
ſhip is concerned, there is a poſſibility of getting it well 
executed. Bridges we ſee, continue to be firmly built. The 


1 misfortune is, that expenſe is now ſo great an object, that in 


buildings where ſtrength is not ſo imperiouſly demanded, 4 
flight mode of conſtruction has obtained. This faſhion, 
| | | however, 


L021 


1 may —— hong thaemativia cab it mill 
too frequently prevail. en ;18 eving ad vig 2121 


3 in! 


bio ginine 59.1] coo 20 ni bsMube.. yi. 
But the loſs chiefly to dees ie de 
ing. how to ſhape the towers, the ſpires, the doors, 
and windows; how to proportion theni to the body of 
the church, and to each other: This is note fubs 
ject of argument: it is a matter of fad, There ate 
certain ſhapes and proportious that have obtained 
the ſuffrage of ages 3 and that continue to pleaſe the 
conſiderate and the well informed. It is well Kaowͤ, 
that if in chiſſeling Grecian columns you! deviate in the 
Mlighteſt degree from the old. eſtabliſhed : proportions of 
length to diameter in the thaſtz/ if the height, the 
breadth, the ornaments: of the / capitals, ar the baſe, 
vary from thoſe ſanctioned by the taſte and experience 
of paſt ages, every deviation from antiquity becomes a de- 
traction from beauty; can never be neceſſary for the 
acceſſion of ſtrength, and may have the contrary. effect, 
So in Saxon or Gothic. buildings; z even thoſe. af the 
more ordinary kind, there is an harmony of 2 
in the length, breadth, and height of the walls, and i 
the admeaſurement of the ſteeple, as belonging Lee 
an elegance in the turn and parts of the windoys, 
"kth, has rarely, if . been ne ee y in 
| hater times... „ Lag ol ls bleed man lh | 
| e e ponder ee 
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I then; in forming new. churches, excellence now en 
ſcarcely be arrived at; much leſs dan alterations be cor. 
rectly adjuſted in old ones. If we enlarge an old 
window ar ſtop that up and make a new. one; we not 
only weaken the fabric, but we get an opening for light, 
mean cih itſelf, diſeordant | to the fituation it is put in, 
and more liable to injury from weather or aceidetits; than 
thoſe nuf the old cbuſtruction, where the glaſs is ſheltered 
by the ſtone work. But it may be ſaid, the church 
was tom dark; and this was very probably he caſe. 
But then the queſtion is, whether thé old glaſs through- 
out the: church is = 'become'-opake; thick and muddy, | 
and dn acſtate of decompoſition, from” the length of 
time nit has ſtood? Whether che walls are not darkened 
by damp or dirt? Whether the roof is not unceiled? 
zand the ſeäts of an hue more duſky than age alone would 
give _ frei the IN accretion of duſt? 4 
_—_ 9 ie ney” e 7 


2 1 degree of gloom, if it n not from 
. theſe eil eumſtances, but ſeems dependent on the form 
and purpoſe of the fabric, is not unfitting; and believe 
there are few Churches to which the original windows 
- wilt not ſerve; if they are all well glazed, with large 
2 e of 8 if the . and the walls are kept 
| We 5 e duly 
* The panes ſhould FEE be 3 to humour the ſhape of the 


window, where they join the outward line; and when a window is not 


entirely new glazed, the new panes ought to be of the ſame form with 
the old ones, 


1 a9 1 
duly a arid che floor and e 
and duſted: but ſhould! the - Church remaim ted dark 
th all theſe aids; then! care ſhould- be take to 
frame the new windows, the exa&t counterpaits of thoſe 
to Which they are to anfwer, zor iiito join. 1 Have 


ſeen, however, neat: and well adapted Gathic Winde w kaſes, 
in ſtone walls, filled up with brick: I have ſeen parts 
of - larger Gothic windows ſtoppedo up alfo with bricks 
or boards; ſome panes diamond ſhaped, Imall and 
-opake ; others ſquare, large, and clear; near it? perhaps 
an ill eontrived and paltry looking new window ititreduted, 
equally at variance wich the original architecture in "that 
"Oy and with good afchiteckure in all inſtances. 


. 5 AS : 4 e 0 8 7 ; 
Aline 3: 1 Th 2 17808. 8 740108 =T 


| 485 far, Wen as taſte is koncerned, I be 
| ide that to the majority of / country congregatllts, the 
 appearanc bo is of ſmall moment. his, however, is dif- 
putable; ; for true taſte and nature are ſo nearly allied, 
that the moſt ignorant maß be pleated: when they do 
not know why they are pleaſed; at leaſt i it will be conceded 
to me, that they will be equally well "ſatisfied With” good 
architecture as with bad; and at leaſt boite dle 
— and neatneſs, | "though glaring ornaments! may 
allure them, if once introduced. It ſeems then, that 2 
certain proportion of perſons will be edified by corredh- 
neſs of "defi ign, and that no perſons will have cauſe of 
Cs - complaint 


L ae J 


| | complaitt-on that account. 80 far, then, as appearance 
is concerned, true taſte : ſnould be followed, becauſe, what - 
cever_ is; ta be done at all ſhould be done well; and 
becauſe all will be pleaſed; with what, is properly exe- 
-cuted 3 and all cannot he. fatisfied, . where the execution 
is rude; ien _— ene „ e e ee 


Ty: RE Ts ? + 
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ene: „ Bubbither is 2500 motive. tack yl * 
1 en preſumed thus haſtily to offer, in which the 
ignorant and intelligent Are. equally 3 eonserned. 7 — It is 
dot only a duty arifing, from religious | principles, to 
guard; whatever is inſtrumental in exciting men to an 
attendance on . public. worfhip ; whatever is conſonant to to 
its appropriate celebration: but it is moſt eminently for 
.the, intereſt of all ranks and perſons. conęerned. Early 
and "Minuts,, repairs. are the cheapeſt. But without .a 
rice; attention, to 2: ſcleannęſs and 2 the time of 
early. and, qpinute. repair may, he lat. The, damp that 
Ahsfägures the walls, mußt be, enen 0 the preſor- 
vation of, all P | 
ef, the. . plaiſter, . and, i exhalacors in _ time. cauſe the 
timb ers to rot. — I w windows in every. Church ſhould 
be made to open; and bes 0 that. will, beſt. procure 


a | thorough | air. — aving dane th and, white. 
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hould they again become injured by e 
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I ' 
increaſe the quantity of air, and that from the ſunny 
fide ; and the ſame portion of freſh air requiſite .tq 
preſerve tlie building dry, will be equally ſeryiceable to the 
Health of the congregation. - An early attention to fractures 
in the; plaiſter, tiles, or ſlates, to. deficiency of cement 
in the joints. of the ſtone, to weeds or plants that may 
inſinuatei themſelves: in ſuch fires, to lodgments of dirt 

or duſt en the floors or benches; is equally due to 
_ of appearance, and to the final n en. of 


1 1 wilt argue; this matter no „ firther: ; enough 
has been ſaid to remind us that this duty cannot be 
ſafely neglecteod, if we prefer the almoſt imperceptible | 
expeadityre of a few pence in preſent, - to large. ſums of 
money: at. ſame. little diſtance of t time. The preference 
is ſo very marked, that in reminding you of it, 1 
ſhould have done all that was required of me; did 
there not, in addition to inattention or neglect, appear = 
the poſſibility. of ſome. little ſelf-deceit vg, to op 3 


K ponement of neceſſary repairs, 


A 
* : 
« „ 1 a 


Some ebe may fancy, if they can — the 
ben expenſes of the preſent day, the reverſionary call 
may never come upon them. This, | however, is 
improbable. In the caſe, of Lay Impropriators, the burden 

' © "Geſcends 
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67% 


a 1 


deſcends to their beirs, together with the advantages of 


the property out of which it ariſes and few men will 
think that a wile ſaving, that robg the. heir of their 


choice; and ſo it muſt” always be; for in the caſc of | 


rectors, or Wherever the heir of the property is not the 
- of the laſt poſſeflor;” 1 ſtill hE®ha# his remedy againſt 

family of the perſon who ſhöuld have diſcharged 
= duty; 2 and they; perhaps, ſuffer at the mot incon- 


venient time the privition of | confiderable fortune, to 


reſtore thoſe dilapidations, that care would' have prevent. 
ed at a very. trifling expenſe. And let us take the 
caſe. of thoſe "who may appear tlie Yeaſt" intereſted, the 
Farmers at rack rent; and make, for the ſake” 'of ar- 
gument, the very unpleaſant ſuppoſition that they have 
no feeling of duty on this ſubjeck: till, how ſtands 
their - intereſt ? ? Why, they will ay, the Gndfck may 
laſt our time, or as long ag we remain in the pariſh; 

.we have no leaſes, and ve may be turned off a any Ro 
But the Church may not laſt their 2 ; "decay, when 
it begins, comes hurrying on | apace or they may. have 
ſons who ſucceed to their "Farms. eder 5 landlord nor 


.tenants, in general, love to change; e this unwiſe lottery | 


94 


Will ſcarcely. turn up . prize. to them all: and 1 believe 


no inſtance will be found, where a Church | has been to 


be rebuilt, that any. farmer. has valued his "farm. fo 


little, as to quit it rather than pay the rate. Though 
the 


5 1 
2 law and its officers i at their previous 


_  fieglet; it becomes: at! laſt too flagrant to be excuſed + 


and their Purſes chen, ſuffer Ou for- their —_ 
M02 90185 9-07.91 mot 1. 128 „ 

1 ſhould- REES py con . will — 00 
the condition of al our Churches to vie in goodneſs | 
with thoſe that are already the beſt. Men are! not to 
ſhrink from the diſcharge of known duties, becauſe 
ſüch exerciſes of authotity | may be irkſome to them- 
ſelves, or odious in the eyes of others; but; in the 
diſcharge of our ſeveral functions, with reference to 


the object 1 am "now ſpeaking to, it muſt be ſo plain, 


that the exertion- of them terids to the benefit of thoſe 


| they apparently opetate againſt, that we have every 

| reaſon to expect a ready and even thankful acquieſcence. | 
| 1 thought it, indeed, ſo much a common cauſe, that 
in my firſt review of the Churches I uſed no authority, 
| and but little exhortation 3 truſting, that having brought 
the ſubject into notice, its lucidity would be its recom- 
mendation and protection. 1 have yet to ſee how. far 
this hope has been juſtified: and 1 mall conclude, by 
ſtating to you, that if Gop prolongs my life, it is 
my intention, in conformity with the 86th Canon, to 
reviſit your Churches a ſhort time before the next 
Viſitation, That Canon enjoins © Archdeacons to ſurvey 
the * of their e once in every three 


years 


2 


[ 23 ] 

years - in their own perſon, or eauſd the fame 146 by 
dane Another: Canom too: ſays; thate5:Churchi Wardeng 
| ſhall take ears; and pravide that the Churches be well 
and ſufficiently repaired, and ſo from time to time kept 
«hd -maintainitd;; that. the windows: be well glazed; and 
that the floors: be kept paved, plain and „ and all 
things, there in ſuch an orderly and decent ſort, without 
duſt ot any thing that may be eicher noyſome or unſeemly, | 
as beſt becometh . the hauſe of Gov.” And. to 15 
Aber of 1 duty Hey. hary, ae . 
C2 21 7 2201 1891 10 95 

With, 8 then, the fault has been in | the 
$r&. inſtance, that the condition of any Church is bad, 
it will be my fault if the condition is ſuffered 90 
remain bad, beyond the ſtated times preſeribed for my 
Parochial Viſitations, But I will flatter myſelf, that, the 
zoint ſuggeſtion. of duty and intereſt to che perſons 


| Primarily concerned, will make my part eaſy, ang agree- 
able: $ that, far from being neceſſitated to compel what 


. 


is juſt. and fit, 1 ſhall. be repaid | the trouble of m 


AL; 1 . 


Viktations, by the Plesſure of deſtowing cammendations 
wherever I viſi. 5 A 
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